
Abstract 

The paper attends to the paradox of an established and largely unquestioned indigeneity discourse 
surrounding the isishweshwe textile and its global and local history in the wake of  British cotton’s 
diminishing profitability, the industry’s search for new markets and cotton-growing sites, and the pre-
apartheid rudiments for the homeland system. Through a detailed exploration of the establishment 
of The Good Hope Textile Corporation (GHTC), the sole manufacturer of the isishweshwe textile, 
this paper recovers the confluence of two seemingly unrelated questions, namely: attempts by the 
British cotton industry - with the support of the British political establishment - to salvage an ailing 
industry and the Union government’s experiment with answering the Native Question, thereby 
laying the foundation for the creation of the Ciskei Homeland. 
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