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"PARI's wealth of research, insights
and relationships positions it as a
critical player in shaping the next
phase of South Africa’s democratic
governance and development.”

DR SITHEMBILE MBETE




shaping
change

We do research into the constraints to effective governance, underlining
the importance of improved institutional design and performance,
towards building effective and democratic state institutions, for more
equitable policies to reduce poverty and inequality.

To do this, we collaborate with civil society organisations, think tanks, state
institutions and academic institutions, to:

B Produce new and original research into public institutions, state
formation, state-society relations and public policy;

B Realise advocacy campaigns to achieve state reform, focusing on the
various programme areas, strategic collaborations and cooperation
with the state;

PARI is an African research institute affiliated Maintainan academic profil through unkerst affiatons and
to the University of Johannesburg and P e condue ntelectulenvronmentvithin the
Wits University, providing new and original
social science research, advocacy and
Implementation support for South Africa,

the global South and beyond.

b contribute to the study fields of state governance and state-
society relations

B Shape public opinion in relevant interest groups through targeted
communications;

B Maintain a repository of research accessible to the public.

Our work is currently focused in the following programmes:

LAND GOVERNANCE

STATE REFORM

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

JUST TRANSITION

COMPACT - Municipal planning, participation and accountability
ACADEMIC ENGAGEMENT

PARI is a Johannesburg-based organisation founded in May, 2010.

PARI
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https://pari.org.za/land-governance/
https://pari.org.za/state-reform/
https://pari.org.za/local-government/
https://pari.org.za/just-transition/
https://pari.org.za/compact/
https://pari.org.za/academic-engagement/

GAYNOR PARADZA
PROGRAMME LEAD

LAND GOVERNANCE

The Land Governance programme works to support
the realisation of tenure security by most South
Africa’'s marginalised people in rural and urban areas.
These include victims of apartheid dispossession and
discrimination, women, farm workers, labour tenants
and people who hold off- register land rights in the
country. The programme also supports decentralised
government to unlock land in ways that support just
transition in the country. The programme deploys
diverse strategies which include supporting legal and

institutional arrangements, efforts by civil society and
community-based organisations, policy engagement,
lobbying policy makers, generating empirical evidence
to inform policy making and advocacy work, capacity
development and contributing to thought leadership
through scientific debates, research and publications.

PARI signs an MOU with the Special
Master for Labour Tenants (Land
Claims Court)/Pretoria

2 o S0 s PARI
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Farmer prepares his land for
planting/Venda

REPORT Towards an Integrated
Land Administration System

REPORT Land Use and
Management in Lephalale Local
Municipality

LAND-USE
MANAGEMENT

POLICY BRIEF Why indigenous
land tenure security isa
condition for indigenous
community engagement

REPORT Engcobo: The
Confluence of the State, Local
Municipality and Traditional
Authority in Land Governance

THE CONFLUENCE OF
THE STATE, LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY AND

TRADITIONAL AUTHORITY
IM LAND GOVERMNAMNCE:
T FERGEoto

ThiSaie tliowl

SPECIAL ISSUE Current
research and opinion on
land governance for societal
development in and on the
Global South

ot - e

Land Use Policy

PARI

REPORT Land Governance in
Ekurhuleni Municipality

LAND GOVERNANCE
INEKURHULENI
MUNICIPALITY

WORKING PAPER Reflections
on the Role of Traditional
Authorities in Land Governance
in 21st Century South Africa

PUBLIC AFFAIRS RESEARCH INSTITUTE 7



https://pari.org.za/land/
https://pari.org.za/towards-an-integrated-land-administration-system/
https://pari.org.za/special-issue-current-research-and-opinion-on-land-governance-for-societal-development-in-and-on-the-global-south/
https://pari.org.za/lephalale-land-use-and-management/
https://pari.org.za/report-land-governance-in-ekurhuleni-municipality/
https://pari.org.za/working-paper-reflections-on-the-role-of-traditional-authorities-in-land-governance-in-21st-century-south-africa/
https://pari.org.za/policy-brief-why-indigenous-land-tenure-security-is-a-condition-for-indigenous-community-engagement/
https://pari.org.za/engcobo-the-confluence-of-the-state-local-municipality-and-traditional-authority-in-land-governance/
https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/
https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-gaynor-paradza/
https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/
https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/

CSWG A Collective Civil REPORT Transitions: The role
Society Response to the Zondo of the DMRE in SA's just energy
Commission and the State transition
Capture Report

0:;‘030
e STATE REFORM

WORKSHOP What Now Since
the State Capture Commission?

PARI's State Reform programme aims to
influence of corruption on the public admin

GIVL, SOCIETY

WORKSE GROUP Dk

) SRARE GAFTIRE
SINCE THIE

— towards a stronger democracy and enhance STATE CAPTURY
. .« . . OMMISSION?
state capacity. The progamme supports civil service o nos e s
/ reform, especially in the area of public procurement, . y @
appointment reform and related personnel practices, ;
and it brings an institutional lens to anti-corruption REP°“§QZ%%§§;‘§ Capacity
B ENV-GIBERT analysis. The programme advocates for reforms WATCH Pillay: s difficult to | I
= o o . . . . . e prosecute state capture cases . .
PROGRAMME LEAD through research and its dissemination, submissions p'(’)ﬁtiLc'gl\_fagﬂfﬂﬁ;}:@ﬁgﬁ?g BAIDG
on legislation, participation in government task inlocal government: where to : Dialogue Series on the
R . o . from here? _ Capacity of the State
teams and working with civil society partners to : e
build momentum for change. We also contribute Eﬁ ,,‘HEE
to scholarly and wider public discussion on topics -
e o such as state capture, public procurement and
Capture Commission? development, anti-corruption and politics, state
15 November 2025/ .
Johannesburg capacity and more. OP ED Procurement Bill Carries
oI Serious Risks For SA, But It Can
Be Fixed
New hill on public procurement is flay Public submission to Parliament
- pep on the Public Service Commission
Bill 2023
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= -4 oS - : . i
R f o
[ TN &; ’ Y L S 3 :
~- Pl S P, - PANl
PUBLIC AFFAIRS RESEARBK INSTTUTE 8 ’*%% L 1 TS PUBLIC AFFAIRS RESEARCH INSTITUTE 9
b ”_ -~


https://pari.org.za/category/aftercapture/state-reform/
https://pari.org.za/what-now-since-the-state-capture-commission/
https://pari.org.za/public-submission-to-parliament-on-the-public-service-commission-bill-2023/
https://pari.org.za/report-transitions-the-role-of-the-dmre-in-sas-just-energy-transition/
https://pari.org.za/report-afdg-state-capacity-dialogue-series/
https://pari.org.za/cswg-a-collective-civil-society-response-to-the-zondo-commission-and-the-state-capture-report/
https://pari.org.za/policy-brief-stabilising-political-administrative-interface-in-local-government-where-to-from-here/
https://pari.org.za/op-ed-procurement-bill-carries-serious-risks-for-sa-but-it-can-be-fixed/
https://pari.org.za/watch-pillay-its-difficult-to-prosecute-state-capture-cases/
https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/
https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/

*

JUGAL MAHABIR
PROGRAMME LEAD

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Capable and effective local government is central to the South

African government’s developmental agenda. The primary aim
of this programme is to investigate the factors that undermine

this capability and effectiveness. The programme focuses
on the study of the reality of administration and politics in
municipalities and in their intergovernmental relations, on
the factors that shape this reality and on the systems and
mechanisms in place to support this reality.

We adopt a variety of approaches to the study of local
government, with a strong focus on qualitative methods to
obtain insights from the point of view of those located inside
local government. The aim of our research is twofold: firstly,
to make a contribution to literature on local governance,
administration and democracy, and secondly, to make a
meaningful impact on the outcomes of local government.

Research under this programme tackles:
I Urban governance
I Municipal finance

I Coalition governance Research into green hydrogen

development/Namakwa

|
oty =

PARI
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REPORT The Case of Alfred Nzo
District Municipality

SOCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY
CAPACITY BUILDING FOR LOCAL
CLH0s [N AURAL MUNICIPALITIES

TO STREMGTHEN LOCAL
COVERMAMNCE

pAY

WATCH The Impact of
Loadshedding on Municipal
Services and Finances

OP ED Explosion of a decaying
city: Defects of Joburg's poor
urban management revealed

REPORT Inclusive and
Decentralised Renewable
Energy Development : Local
government community
inclusivity and readiness for
green hydrogen development in
Namakwa District Municipality

INCLUSIVE AND
DECENTRALISED
REMEWABLE ENERGY
DEVELOPMENT

PARI
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WEBINAR Urban-Rural
Renewable Energy Transition in
Germany and South Africa

POLICY BRIEF An Assessment
of Local Government Revenues
during Limited Economic
Growth and a Constrained
National Fiscus

&n Fomaannd of Lodal Cowestimsnd Reviniasd
curmip Lo Ecarcon Gioath and &
Corssranod Mational Fecus



https://pari.org.za/local-govt/
https://pari.org.za/land/
https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/
https://pari.org.za/watch-the-impact-of-loadshedding-on-municipal-services-and-finances/
https://pari.org.za/inclusive-and-decentralised-renewable-energy-development/
https://pari.org.za/report-the-case-of-alfred-nzo-district-municipality/
https://pari.org.za/webinar-urban-rural-renewable-energy-transition-in-germany-and-south-africa/
https://pari.org.za/op-ed-explosion-of-a-decaying-city-defects-of-joburgs-poor-urban-management-revealed/
https://pari.org.za/policy-brief-an-assessment-of-local-government-revenues-during-limited-economic-growth-and-a-constrained-national-fiscus/
https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/
https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/

PARI hosts the International POLICY BRIEF | Rapid electricity BOOK Hungry for Electricity:

(%)
s * v - - S . .
~ - Network of Energy Transition supply diversification in Now available in two languages
= * ‘ - Think Tanks municipalities is the key to
" J U ST T RA N S ITI O N economic recovery, municipal
financial sustainability and
what exactly makes a transition truly a permanent end to load
Just? We need to intermogate this shedding
definition to build a collective vision of
Our programme’s overarching goal is to contribute ndersta W TRk Nt o
to a successful climate transition in South Africa; a il gt '
transition that will contribute to decarbonisation e ;
and climate resilience, while prioristing social @ o @

justice, equity and poverty reduction. We undertake
innovative empirical research that contributes

. . . N , ANALYSIS | Johannesburg's
directly to national and sub-national policy on rapid

LISTEN | Municipal Accounts: electricity tariff trap for the poor

Relief for struggling households

decarbonisation of the power sector, equitable access _ astheCity of Ekurhuleni BT REPORT | The Role of the State
. - implements a 70% debt write-off | in a Successful Just Transition:
TRACY LEDGER to energy, water and food, and climate resilience of _ e Defining the transition effective

state

PROGRAMME LEAD economy and society. The Just Transition Programme
is a member of the International Network of Energy
Transition Think Tanks (INETTT).

WATCH | Should Electricity Be A
Man pushes wheelbarrow of containers filled Water South Africa/Johannesburg Free Basic Right?
with drinking water/Pinetown j S

PODCAST | What went wrong
with free basic electricity?

WATCH| Should

i - " FE:?;‘:: i"éynﬂishﬁ? Broken Promises | New research
[ & R P e | - s from the EnergySociety
- Py i THE BRUKEN ° programme
; & 52 Qﬂ I |,.:IH|E) E OF B .
. .
i —p WATCH Renewable energy will
,‘M : . <) 1\ fix our economy now

PARI
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https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/
https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/
https://pari.org.za/pari-hosts-the-international-network-of-energy-transition-think-tanks/
https://pari.org.za/watch-should-electricity-be-a-free-basic-right/
https://www.news24.com/news24/opinions/analysis/analysis-johannesburgs-electricity-tariff-trap-for-the-poor-20240507
https://pari.org.za/hungry-for-electricity-now-available-in-two-languages/
https://pari.org.za/broken-promises-good-intentions-bad-trade-offs-and-unintended-consequences/
https://pari.org.za/policy-brief-rapid-electricity-supply-diversification-municipalities-key-to-economic-recovery-end-to-load-shedding/
https://pari.org.za/listen-municipal-accounts-relief-for-struggling-households-as-the-city-of-ekurhuleni-implements-a-70-debt-write-off/
https://pari.org.za/report-the-role-of-the-state-in-a-successful-just-transition-defining-the-transition-effective-state/
https://pari.org.za/podcast-what-went-wrong-with-free-basic-electricity/
https://pari.org.za/watch-renewable-energy-will-fix-our-economy-now/

compact
L

PARTICIPATE

GIRISH DAYA
PROGRAMME LEAD

Action Research/Kouga Local-Municipality

COMPACT

MUNICIPAL PLANNING, PARTICIPATION
AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Lol Citizen Based® % ke —_ Citizen
cimpect C2on fleoe0” S & Engegement

Compact is a co-funded European Union
programme aimed at enhancinglocal = . e '
government planning and accountability |
through public participation. The term “COM"
stands for community, and “PACT" refers to the
various stakeholder relationships impacting
municipalities. The programme is led by

the Public Affairs Research Institute (PARI)

in partnership with the South African Local
Government Association (SALGA) and Integrity
Action (lIA). There are 12 partner municipalities
across six provinces in SA.

——1_ COMPACT
compact - Stakeholder
e Engagement

actionresearch

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AMD
HUMICIPAL PLANNING IN
S0UTH AFRICA:

o N

¢

PUBLIC AFFAIRS
RESEARCH INSTITUTE

; » L} ————————————  PARTNER§ —m

g g = N A Co-funded by
“w TP * * )
. &N ) PRl 8s nTseR™ B

PARI PARI
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https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/
https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/
https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/
https://pari.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/COMPACT-Factsheet-5.pdf
https://pari.org.za/report-public-participation-and-municipal-planning-in-south-africa-a-consolidated-technical-findings-report-on-action-research-at-12-local-municipalities/
https://pari.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/COMPACT-Factsheet-4-v3.pdf
https://pari.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/COMPACT-Factsheet-3-v2.pdf
https://pari.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/COMPACT-Factsheet-2-v2.pdf
https://pari.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/COMPACT-Factsheet-v9100.pdf

FEDERICA DUCA
PROGRAMME LEAD

ACADEMIC ENGAGEMENT

PROGRAMME

Through engagement with research from PARI's
programmes and collaboration with research centres
globally, we aim to contribute to the study of the state

and state-society relations in public administration, state
governance, and the sociology of the state. The Academic
Engagement programme fosters sustained relationships
with academic institutions aligned with PARI's research and
objectives, focusing on the emancipatory study of the state
and public administration.

We work to create an academic framework for PARI's work,
develop new curricula, and nurture new scholars in the field.
Our collaborations include co-supervision, teaching modules,
guest lectures, joint seminars, and potential joint fundraising.
We collaborate with the University of Johannesburg (U3J),
Witwatersrand (Wits), and Cape Town (UCT).

Gated Communities Workshop/Origins

;'antre, Wits University

Urban Crisis Seminar Series/Wits
Anthropology Museum

BOOK State-Society Relations
Around the World through the
Lens of the Covid-19 Pandemic

atate-Society Relations ¢
the World through the
the COVID-19 Pang

PODCAST Democracy and
the Poor

A PUBLIC LECTURE
BY ANDREAS KALYVAS

Urban Crisis SEMINAR SERIES
2024

B r:'.-ulh-::i.'-.:.:p:'.-sm:?f approach
ta the study of Urban Crisis:

NEW BOOK State-Society
Relations around the World
through the Lens of the Covid-19
Pandemic: Rapid Test

OP-ED Gauteng's response to
homelessness is a temporary
solution to a structural problem

PARI
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SEMINAR SERIES Researching
State-Society Relations in
Southern Africa

NAL Al
ORCAMISATIO
INSTITUTIONAL STUT

SEMINAR Water Crisis in
Johannesburg

R
T @

WATER CRISIS S0
IN JOHANNESBURGESSS



https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/
https://pari.org.za/our_people/dr-florencia-belvedere/
https://pari.org.za/urban-crisis-seminar-series-2024/
https://pari.org.za/new-book-state-society-relations-around-the-world-through-the-lens-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-rapid-test/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-10-22-gautengs-response-to-homelessness-is-a-temporary-solution-to-a-structural-problem/
https://pari.org.za/podcast-democracy-and-the-poor/
https://pari.org.za/seminar-water-crisis-in-johannesburg/
https://pari.org.za/seminar-series-researching-state-society-relations-in-southern-africa/
https://pari.org.za/podcast-this-is-ois/
https://pari.org.za/book-state-society-relations-around-the-world-through-the-lens-of-the-covid-19-pandemic/

Society, Work
& Politics Institute

GCRO (=

PRI

il

s ARRS

/ INTEGRITY
ACTION

E EDUCATION

5N

SOME ORGANISATIONS WE HAVE COLLABORATED WITH

SWOP Society, Work and Politics Institute news 24 News24

Department of Rural development and
Land Reform

GCRO Gauteng City Region Observatory

IFAS French Institute of South Africa

ICLEl .— South Africa Local Government
Association
Inettt International Network of Energy
Transition Think Tanks e
MNELGA Nodes of Excellence in land governance in
Qﬁﬁ? Southern Africa
Integrity Action
LGN

Global Land Tool Network
CASAC Council for the Advancement of

the South African Constitution

iied IIED International Institute for
e Environment and Development
AfDG Association of former Directors-
General _ )
%' WIIRESE Columbia Centre on Sustainable

Development
PSAM Public Service Accountability

Monitor
Legal Resources Centre

AKF Ahmed Kathrada Foundation
University of Venda

amaBhungane
University of Cape Town

Corruption Watch
The Public Service Commission

Equal Education
The Ethics Institute (TEI)

Equal education law centre
OUTA

#UniteBehind

PARI
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. Defend our Democracy

giI e Glz

¥ st National School of Government

L e

Participedia
mact Planact

7 HEINRICH
BOLL Heinrich Ball Stiftung
STIFTUNG

R s
Foog,

£

Action 4 Accountability

HSRC

TAN

CIVIL SOCIETY PLATFORMS

Civil Society Working Group on State Capture,
the Budget Justice Coalition,

experts and activists in procurement reform,
and the Open Government Partnership.

FUNDERS THAT CURRENTLY MAKE
OUR WORK POSSIBLE

== THE
y AFRICAN

ALY cLimaTE
*= FOUNDATION

Agora c
Energiewende

CONSTITUTHI M AL
FUMD

Co-funded by
the European Union

&% FORD
&°p FOUNDATION

Cns

e e e

[Siutirwer M-

G
M'-’ll LLEKNIUM
TRUST COMPARY

OPEMN SOCIETY
W FOUNDATIONS

THERATTH

FOUNDATION

J

SOCUL RISTICEITUTIVE

@

TS WTOS

Africa Climate Foundation

Agora Energiewende

Constitutionalism Fund

Elma South Africa Foundation

European Union

Ford Foundation

International Institute for Sustainable
Development (IISD)

Lewis Foundation

Millennium Trust

Open Society Foundations
(OSF South Africa)

Raith Foundation

Social Justice Initiative (SJI)

Yellowwoods

PUBLIC AFFAIRS RESEARCH INSTITUTE 19
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