
The Africa Reclaimers Organisation (ARO) is a mass 
based, democratic movement of reclaimers, with 
members in Johannesburg, Mpumalanga and Cape 
Town. ARO emerged out of an organising process 
that started in 2016 to counter attempts by the City 
of Johannesburg and Pikitup to contract private 
companies to collect the recyclables that reclaimers 
depend on for their livelihoods. ARO succeeded in 
stopping all but two of the contracts and subsequently 
launched a powerful 'recycling with reclaimers' initiative 
in which reclaimers partner directly with residents to 
provide recycling services that circumvent the state’s 
attempts to dispossess reclaimers. ARO is currently 
struggling to ensure that the extended producer 
responsibility (EPR) regulations requiring industry 
to pay reclaimers for the services they provide are 
implemented and that municipalities meaningfully 
partner with reclaimers. 
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